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‘Mission’ in Slovenia

Vail's Chris Anthony returns to Slovenia to screen his WWII documentary,
‘Mission Mt. Mangart, about the heroes of the 10th Mountain Division. A3

AMERICA'S BIRTHDAY

Stilted performers say “hi” to kids during the annual Avon Salute to the USA on Sunday. This marks the 36th year the event has been taking place.

FOR MORE PHOTOS OF THE EVENT, SEE PAGE A2.
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WEATHER

Kira Mascaros

Homestake Peak School
Cloudy

High 72; Low 48 — Weather B8
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YOUR NEWS
Use #VailLive on Instagram to

see your photos on Page A10
of the Vail Daily each day.

LOCAL

Tips on enjoying
Independence Day in Vail.
FOR THE FULL STORY, SEE
PAGE A4.

LOCAL

Time Machine: 20 years ago,
ski areas join ‘Sustainable
Slopes' initiative. SEE PAGE
A5.

arise,
enter ment
Miss Colorado coming to Vail
America Days parade. FOR
THE FULL STORY, SEE PAGE
B1.

OUR WORLD
Russia claims control
of pivotal eastern
Ukrainian stronghold.
FOR THE FULL STORY,
SEE PAGE A22.

SPORTS &
OUTDOORS

Vail Gymnastics summer
camps bring in decorated
coaches. FOR THE FULL
STORY, SEE PAGE A25.

Skip the dealership!
' Shop local for tires, brakes + oil changes.
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Mission Mt. Mangart screens in Slovenia

Documentary
follows the 10th

Mountain Division
during WWII

Tricia Swenson
tswenson@vaildaily.com

As we reflect on our free-
doms this Fourth of July holiday
weekend, the history of the 10th
Mountain Division comes to
mind. There are several remind-
ers and resources about this win-
ter warfare unit that trained just
south of Vail at Camp Hale and
went on to fight pivotal battles
during World War II like the Bat-
tle of Riva Ridge, Mt. Belvedere

history of the 10th Mountain
Division. Many of them just
coming to the surface, such as
the battle of Torbole and Riva
Del Garda, the women who
played a role in their success
and a period when the 10th
Mountain Division ended up
along the Yugoslavian border to
push Tito’s army back,” said Vail
local and Colorado Snowsports
Hall of Fame inductee Chris
Anthony.

Anthony is the writer, director,
editor, narrator and producer of
the documentary “Mission Mt.
Mangart” which brings to light
the events from 1939 leading
up to June 3, 1945, when a ski
race was held near the border of
former Yugoslavia, hosted and or-
ganized by the soldiers of the 10th
Mountain Division.

and Lake Garda.
Some of these reminders in-

“After Germany surrendered
in Europe, Japan was still

clude the 10th Mountain Division CHRIS ANTHONY/COURTESY PHOTO  fighting in the Pacific where the
statue next to the Covered Bridge  Chris Anthony, fourth from left, recently traveled to Slovenia to share his documentary, “Mission Mt. 10th Mountain Division was

on Bridge Street, one of the most Mangart” with Slovenians in June. originally scheduled to deploy,
photographed areas in town; but they were sent east instead
Riva Ridge, the longest run on and stories about the history of modern ski industry into what we ~ Bob Parker, who were members of  to the Yugoslavian border,” An-
Vail Mountain; and the Colorado  the winter warriors. know it as today. Many ski areas the 10th Mountain Division. thony said.

Snowsports Museum’s exhibit dis- These brave soldiers came back  such as Vail were started because “We are learning there are so

playing the artifacts, equipment to the U.S. and transformed the of soldiers like Pete Seibert and many stories attached to the MT. MANGART, A12

SAVE A TRIP
TO DENVER

Recalibration Services
Now Available In Shop

Get your windshield
replaced and your
Advanced Driver Assisted
Systems recalibrated at
the same time.
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ACTION JACKSON

Buy 4 New Tires,
+ Bonus: $250 Credit Brake Repair.

ActionJacksonAuto.com

( "Best Local Family Owned"
=0 3 Full Service Auto Mechanics.

(970) 328.8413

www.novusglass.com

EagleVail ® 970.949.6393 e routesixcafe.com

NEW MEXICAN CAFE
SINCE 1989

EDWARDS PLAZA
970.926.2121 BETWEEN SUN-WED 10:30AM-9PM

fiestascafé.com 1-70 & HWY 6 THURS-SAT 10:30AM-10PM



A12 | Monday, July 4, 2022 | Vail Daily

MT. MANGART

From page A3

Inspired by retired Brigadier
General of the Slovenian Moun-
tain Troops, Janez Kavar, An-
thony worked closely with the
Slovenians to recreate the race
on Mt. Mangart in the origi-
nal setting and original gear 73
years almost to the day of the
actual event.

After seven years in produc-
tion, Anthony debuted the film
on Nov. 11, Veterans Day, with the
Colorado Symphony at Boettcher
Concert Hall in Denver.

Anthony was invited to return
to Slovenia by the United States
Embassy in Slovenia for a cele-
bration of the 77th anniversary of
the race on Mt. Mangart as well
as screen his film at a number of
stops throughout the country. The
United States Embassy collab-
orated with NATO, Slovenia’s
Ministry of Defense, the Munic-
ipality of Bovec and the Slove-
nian Mountain Troops to create
an amazing 10-day tour of the
country.

The kickoff for the event was
on June 3, the anniversary date
of the race and Anthony trav-
eled to Bovec, the town closest
to the base of Mt. Mangart and
met with the mayor of Bovec,
Valter Mlekuz, U.S. Ambassador
to Slovenia, Jamie L. Harpoot-
lian, members of the National
Assembly and other dignitaries
at the saddle of Mt. Mangart for
a ceremony celebrating the 77th
anniversary of the ski race and

PREMIERA DOKUMENTARNEGA FILMA
MISSION MT. MANGART

{Misija Mangart)
in

CHRIS ANTHONY/COURTESY PHOTO

While in Slovenia, Chris Anthony held screenings for “Mission Mt. Mangart” at high schools, universities

and public theaters.

the special bond between the two
countries.

In Ambassador Harpootlian’s
speech she highlights the love of
skiing and how that race on June
3, 1945, links the two countries
together:

SCHEDULE TODAY
(970) 926-6340 | CMMHEALTH.ORG

“This ski race is emblematic of
the only good thing that can come
out of war — its peaceful con-
clusion. After months of horrific
fighting, these men were able to
share the joys of peace with the
community of Bovec, Slovenia.

That special feeling has bound us
together these last 77 years.”
“The joy of sport has always
been a healthy distraction from
the evils of the world. May we
remember and be thankful for
all those who sacrificed for our

May we remember
and be thankful for
all those who sacrificed for
our freedoms as we celebrate
peace today.?¥

Jamie L. Harpootlian
U.S. ambassador to Slovenia

freedoms as we celebrate peace
today.”

In addition to being part of the
ceremony at the base of Mt. Man-
gart, Anthony visited high schools
and universities and held other
public appearances and screen-
ings of “Mission Mt. Mangart.”

The Slovenian Embassy in
Washington, D.C. is inviting
Anthony to come and stay at the
embassy and show the film to
invited guests on Sept. 1 following
an invitation back to Fort Drum
to share the film once again with
current solders of the 10th Moun-
tain Division on Aug. 30.

“Mission Mt. Mangart" has re-
ceived endorsements from two-
and four-star generals as well
as the Slovenian ambassador to
the U.S. "Mission Mt. Manga-
rt” also won the Best Histori-
cal Documentary award at the
Cannes World Film Festival in
April 2021 and was nominated
again for an overall Best His-
torical Documentary award for
the years of 2021 and 2022 at
the Cannes World Film Festival.
It also received awards for the
original music scores produced
by Carlo Nicolau and Chris
Anthony.

EXPERTS

INCRILDREN'S HEALTH

Colorado Mountain Medical's pediatric team specializes in managing
the health and wellness of infants, children and adolescents into
young adulthood. With a focus on physical and behavioral health, our
pediatricians play an active role in monitoring children’s growth and
development, guiding the patient and family to ensure lifelong health.

IS YOUR CHILD DUE FOR A WELLNESS VISIT?

Dr. Meegan Leve is now accepting new patients. Bringing Dr. Leve to the
valley is another way Colorado Mountain Medical is growing our family
to take care of yours.

A Dr. Meegan

M Leve

Colorado Mountain Medical

Doctors you know and trust.

Dr. Janet
Engle

Pediatrician

A partner of Vail Health




